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An_Accownt of swo uncommon Mineral Subftances, found in
Jome Coal-and Iron-Mines of England 5 s it was given b
the Intelligent and Learned Mr, Jeflop of Brombal ir Tork
thire to the Ingemions Mr.Lilker, and by him communicated
tothe Publifher in a letter of January 7, 1 62,
SIR,

Hat this Letter may be the more acceptableto you, 1

(ball commuuicate fome Excerpta, takep out of the

Letters, which that Ioquifitive and Learn’d Gentleman Mr.

Feffop ispleafed to honour me with. I will give, (faith he) the

belt anfwer 1 can in thort to the Queftions, you put to me in
your laft,

x. The Fungus fubterraneus,| feat you a large quantity of,
was gotten io a Rocky Lime-ftone ground, ona Common 2-
bout two miles diftant from Caftleton in the Peake of Darby-
fhire, 15 or 16 yards deep,in the 0/d man (as they call a Mine
tormerly wrought and ftopt up) covered with earth,that had
either fallen or wasthrownin, There isno coal-bed that is
koown of within five or {ix miles of the place.
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Of this Fangu: by Mr. Feflops procurement I received (faith
Mr. Lifler) a good quantity 5 and yetIam not able to {ay, in
what form it grows. It does not feem to me to have any con-
ftant (hape 5 at left the pieces that I receiv'd are much like
Peats or Turff, cut up in the high moors,both in the feoty co-
lour and inward fubftance ; thi¢ only is more clammy and
tough,and driesnot. And fome of this fupgeus fubftance is ye-
1y fofr and like gelly. In asd about the more folid pizecs, (of
which Lhave fome, half a foot {quare,) are many big lumpsof
a bityminous fubltance, This bitumen isvery inflammable iike
Recfinsitis very light,it breaks firm,and (hines like geodAloess
and for color,it is not much unlike it,fave that it is more dark-
color'd ard purplith; yet there is muchof it of adark green
color. We diftill’d a parcel of it, which yielded us an Acidu-
lous limpid water ; then, a white liquor, which was, I gusf;,
from fome of the Oily parts precipitate, And in the laft place,
a copiousyellow Oyl, not unlike that of Succinum cr Pitch.
Inthe neck of the Retort we could difcein no Volatil Salt as
inthe like procefs upon Amber. Whether this owsits Origi-
nal toa Vegetable, or is truly a concret Mioeral Juyce and a
foff:!'Bitume, I forbear to determine. I have notreadof any
fuch fungous Earth, in which bitumen naturaily grows and ad-
heres: And the finding of itinan Old mine doth much fa-
vour the firft opinion of being a Vegetable fubftance ; either
the very {ubftance of the proppsof Woed,they make ufe of
in lining and fupporting the Grooves, thusalter'd , or certain
fungus's growing out of them. That Birch, (of which thereis
great plenty and hath been valt woods all thefe mountanous
parts of England over) willyield abitumen , as limpid as the
{sp is which runs from it by tapping, if we now had the skill
to extralt t, Plinyis very exprefs, /s 16. ¢, 18, Bitumen ex Be-
##la Galli excoquunt, And mere-over it is certain,that much of
that wood, if not all, which is dugg up io the high moors of
Cravenyand which the people there call and ufe for Candle-
wood, is no other than Birch, asitappearsfrom the grain and
bark ; and yer thiswood kindleth flames,and exudats a rofie,
which maies many pronounce it very Firr-wood. Whatever
this bitumen is, which this Fungus fubterranews yields, it much
differs from the dsphaltunz of the Shopps 3 and you may comé
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mand aSpecimen of it,that it may be better examin’d by more
skilful Naturalifts. -

2. There isanother Mineral Juycein thefe parts of Exg-
land, which 1 have much inquir’d after y and have longed to
fee; and now I am likely to be faticfied,as you may thick by
Mr. Feffops wordss Captain Wain,(faith he)a diligent and know-
ing perfon in Mines, gave me a White Liquor , refembling Creans
dath in colonr and confiftence, which be found in great guantities
at the bottom of a Coal-pity 49 yards deep, which Ireferve for you,
But this is not all the information that hath been givenme a-
bout this White Liquor, Mr, George Planton, a curious znd ve-
ry intelligent perfcn, writes thus to me from Séeriff Hales ia
Shropthire : Ifball trouble you with an Obfervation, I latcly met
with in our Iron-mines o efpecially that which the Country peopiz
bere call the White Mine, whicbh yields the best Iron-§tone, The
Miners do comsmonly .upon the breaking of a Stome, meet wiiis a
great quantity of a whitifh milky Liquor inclofed in the Center of

it 5 they fometimes find a Hogshead contain’din one cavity,’ Iis in
tafle fweetifh 5 only it hath aVitriolick and Iron-ike twang with
it.
So far Mr, Liffer and his friends, from whofe genercfity we
have received a parcel of each of thefe fubftances for fur-

ther examioation.

A Defeription of certain Stones fignred like Plants, and by fome
Obferving men eStecmed to be Plants petrified : Communicated
10 the Publifberpy the fame Zér Lilter from Y ork Novemb, 41h,
1673.
s IR,
N this paper I fend you zn Account of fome of the Pares

of certain Stome: figurcd like Plants 5 which 4gricola (5°
Folfilinm)calls Trochite,a1.d the compoucd ones Entrochi; we
in Englifh, St, Cutberds beads.

Agricola will have them zkin for fubftance to the Lapides
“Judaici 5 and,indeed, thele are of anop:que and dark co.
loured Sparr s though I have of them from fome parts of Ex7-
land of amhite Sparr or Cawke, 2scur Miners call it: They
all break like Fliat, pol'th:d and fhining,

Put into Vinegar (faith ke) they buble : Atque etiam repe-
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